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Hi there. I saw a post flash by saying that I “owned” the Country Club. I don’t own it ~ YOU DO. 

I own the name right now, but I just got it in order to save it. To keep it from falling into the hands of 
some nefarious capitalist who wanted to do the same ole same ole. (i.e. charge people a lot of MON-
EY so they’d feel elitist and better than other people.) [Of course, that’s an overstatement for dramatic 
purposes.]

     The Country Club is all the Parks and all the cool things that WE can put in ‘em. It’s open to City 
of Manor and all the ETJ’ers. Maybe, if people want to - we can add “value” such as: “Hey everyone, 
the blackberries are so juicy you won’t believe it.” Note: This is at Timmermann Park Berry Patch. 
There’s a sign that’s says “one cup per person.”
     When I say “are you going to organize the Community Garden?” - that’s not me pawning some-
thing off. It’s me saying “hey you. Step up to the plate.” These good things don’t just “happen” - The 
good news is, that it only takes a HANDFUL of people to start things rolling. Then, they take on a life 
of their own... long into the future.

     Bocce is an amazing sport. Over 2,000 years. Second only to soccer. The league I started in Santa 
Rosa in 2009 has over 600 players playing 5 nights a week on 5 courts. They’re have a blast.
     Why would someone denigrate bocce who has NEVER played it and never even heard the word 
“bocce” until when? Oddly enough and through no fault of their own, these people now live in the 
City that has the best courts in 10 nearby states... The Manority Rules! Bocce Courts are the most “in-
novative” in the entire world. (page 27)

     I want 25 sports in our parks. Does anyone really think I want to start 25 leagues and send out 
emails, make schedules and go to every game? For some vast profit? I mean really.

That’s what Parks AND RECREATION Departments do. That’s why Manor needs one.

Elgin is ahead of us, but not for long elgintx.com/1104/Why-Parks-Matter

     So, to recap: YOU are the owners of the Manor Country Club. In effect, we may have over $1.75 
million dollars to work with. I’m hopeful that the City Council Park Committee, and then the City 
Council will approve the City spending these funds.
     If the City Council and Staff don’t want to spend these NON-TAXPAYER funds in our Parks, we 
can do a petition drive to enact an Initative to direct the Council to direct the City to spend the money. 
We need, I think 683 signatures. Note: There are restrictions on what types of actions can and can’t be 
done in this manner.
     The City Council and Staff want good things for the City.
    The idea of $.50 for the Lifetime Membership Fee is another way of “adding value” - picture the 
8-year old digging out two quarters (that no one ever uses anymore) ... and maybe he does want a 
plastic membership card with a low number - so he grabs another $1.00 and for the rest of eternity - 
he has a lower membership number in the Manor Country Club than his older sister ever will... LOL.
     And of course, any data-driven person can see that MCC is a better deal than SG Country Club. 
They have one sport and are very expensive. We have tons of sports and are free and close by.
     Soccer, ping pong, washers, bocce, miniature golf, disc golf, horseshoes, splash pads, dog runs, 
LaCrosse, Pickleball, Baseball, Basketball, Shuffleboard, Gocce, Tennis ... etc.

Thanks, Robert Battaile     Email me at:  robert@manorcountryclub.us     robert@manorcc.us

http://elgintx.com/1104/Why-Parks-Matter
mailto:robert%40manorcountryclub.us?subject=
mailto:robert%40manorcc.us?subject=
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The Story of the Murals and How They Came About



“Two Teachers”
by Robert Battaile

     Lyndon Baines Johnson  and Lady Bird have done so much for our country and community that 
it’s  impossible to overstate. If you haven’t been to the LBJ Museum, you should. He did more in 5 
years than we’ve done in the 60 years since. Maybe?

     By getting billboards off the highways, Lady Bird Johnson did more than any other single person 
to beautify America.

     I had the good fortune to go to the Motown Exhibit there at the LBJ Museum a couple of years ago. 
It was quite immersive and interactive experience. The Museum is always good. 
 
     The LBJ Foundation has been quite helpful and supportive of this Murals Project. They have 
cleared all the photos they have or know of; and the others are comfortably in the Public Domain.

Lower left. He’s just as cocky and curious. Next. Young teacher, LBJ in south Texas surrounded by 
Hispanic children at school. Next. Lifelong Romance. Far right. Lady Bird jumps out of the back-
ground in glorious technicolor. The list of achievements takes the mural over the top and into intellec-
tual realms that became reality in a different era... and calls us now to carry these ideals forward.



Sister Rosetta Tharpe
     I only heard about this woman about 8 weeks ago. As a professional musician and guitarist for 40 
years, seems like I should have heard of her. She is a monster. In a good way. Fearless. Over the top. 
Copied by everyone from Chuck Berry to BB King to Stevie Ray to Scotty Moore (Elvis) to Jimi you-
know-who and Eric Clapton and Keith Somebody, etc. How come no one told me?

That’s why I want to make it up to her with this mural and a performance stage. Easy lights, sound 
and cameras and streaming live to the planet... from small town Manor. I like that idea. Let’s do it.  
 
Note the orange poster. Rock ‘n Roll Hall of Fame. American Masters ON PBS. LBJ started PBS with 
the Public Broadcasting Act. The Railroad Station in the top left is a recreation of a train station from 
the Old South of the US. This one is in England. She’s playing before a group of hip Brits. 
 
Well guess what? That’s like the stations in the south that Harriet Tubman had to walk in front of; 
when she was out searching/gathering food for the group of 6-10  Freedom Train riders. She could 
see the wanted poster. She knew it was a lot of money. She couldn’t read or write. She had to use her 
cloak of invisibility. Courage. 
 



How ‘bout this? Lower right. Recognize those American Music Icons? a) Rosetta loud and proud. 2) 
Spellbound at the piano: Duke Ellington. 2) Spellbound at the right: Cab Calloway. Jammin’ baby.

		  (Who is the guy standing in back?)

For Guitarists Only:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gELe5Rj_tXU&list=RDEMca4C9EfYPWaUC0eV3I9ndg&index=2

General public:

music in the air 
youtube.com/watch?v=JeaBNAXfHfQ&list=RDEMca4C9EfYPWaUC0eV3I9ndg&start_radio=1&rv=Qj3f-
pujjFis 

Lonesome Road (w big band)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W2mVcofbhuk&list=RDEMca4C9EfYPWaUC0eV3I9ndg&index=5
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5fLWel645CM&list=RDEMca4C9EfYPWaUC0eV3I9ndg&index=8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T4BPUWv7ViM&list=RDEMca4C9EfYPWaUC0eV3I9ndg&index=9 
whole world    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ZKjwYB2pN0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MgUZ-6ADPls&list=RDEMca4C9EfYPWaUC0eV3I9ndg&index=2  
Hall of fame induction

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gELe5Rj_tXU&list=RDEMca4C9EfYPWaUC0eV3I9ndg&index=2
http://youtube.com/watch?v=JeaBNAXfHfQ&list=RDEMca4C9EfYPWaUC0eV3I9ndg&start_radio=1&rv=Qj3fpujjFis 
http://youtube.com/watch?v=JeaBNAXfHfQ&list=RDEMca4C9EfYPWaUC0eV3I9ndg&start_radio=1&rv=Qj3fpujjFis 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W2mVcofbhuk&list=RDEMca4C9EfYPWaUC0eV3I9ndg&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5fLWel645CM&list=RDEMca4C9EfYPWaUC0eV3I9ndg&index=8 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T4BPUWv7ViM&list=RDEMca4C9EfYPWaUC0eV3I9ndg&index=9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ZKjwYB2pN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MgUZ-6ADPls&list=RDEMca4C9EfYPWaUC0eV3I9ndg&index=2




Art Park. 

Here is my Concept Plan for Art Park. 
(Most of it is currently a dirt lot with nothing in it.) 

This new design dovetails nicely with the plan for an “open air” Convention 
Center built around the Manor Plaza with the Amazing Murals.
     I’ve worked in the Event and Hospitality Industries (Hotels, Country 
Clubs, Meeting Rooms... etc. for many, many years. I won’t tell you how many 
Powerpoint presentations I tried to stay awake during.
 
     Their are lots of different types of events we can do here, but it’s important 
that our Parks are all spruced up to top notch and stylish functionality. 
     We have four legs on this table. If they’re not all the same length and 
strength... this dog won’t hunt. (As Mr. Timmermann has told me several 
times.) 

These are the four legs:

1) Downtown Square
2) Art Park 
3) Timmermann Park 
4) Manor’s Secret Park with its one-mile Howdy Way Nature Trail
 We have very nice toll roads that can shuttle bus loads of eager convention-
eers from all over Austin and the nearby cities. These meetings and confer-
ences will help us generate the revenues to maintain all of our parks. 

Remember: We have some $800,000+ for Parks; and fairly close to $161,000 for 
LIGHTS at Tim Park. (nontaxpayer funds that MUST be spent on Parks)

ALISON BAYLIS, Regional Urban Ecologist I, Urban & Community Forestry 
Texas A&M Forest Service sent me these links to CENTRAL TEXAS Fruit and 
Nut trees. WOW. We have a lot of variety to choose from. I’d like to plant 150 
trees for our 150th B-day.
Front:  https://austinenergy.com/.../fruitAndNutGrowingGuide.pdf...
Back:  https://www.austintexas.gov/.../2_8_12_fruit_nut_tree...

I’m getting some estimates and starting the giant spreadsheet.

https://austinenergy.com/.../fruitAndNutGrowingGuide.pdf
https://www.austintexas.gov/.../2_8_12_fruit_nut_tree








Fruit Trees for Art Park
Mexican Plum

Jujube
Kumquat

Che
Escarpment Black Cherry

Loquat
Pawpaw

Mulberry







I don’t see a single disc basket. Three people in the community have offered to donate an entire 9-hole Disc 
Golf course which they have re-desgned for free (inc all the baskets and concrete tee-sites).  These gentlemen 
are Zach from mintdiscs.com and James from reloaddisccs.com - both are Manor companies. I was going to 
do all the signage for the cost of materials. Watch the video at http://bit.ly/ManorDisc

http://bit.ly/ManorDisc


Timmermann Park Upper Section - North of Ring Road









     This will give you a better idea of how the mini-golf suggested for the upper part of Timmermann 
Park (north of Ring Rd) would look. It’s free for everyone to play unless it’s rented out by the City for 
parties or events.   
     Most cities like to have parks that can generate revenue to help with maintenance costs especially.
     Perhaps, we’ll just have a couple of dozen old putters and a basket of colored balls there for people 
to use. Otherwise, bring your own from home.
     The buildings will be 2-3’ tall replicas of our local landmarks. The “fairways” will have bends and 
angles; plus hills, humps and valleys.
Lights are solar powered “smart lights” that have motion detectors and timers. The yellow circles are 
bollard lights (short ones) for walkways. The orange colored elements are multi-fruit trees, or other 
trees.
     Gocce is bocce played on a miniature golf course. You get extra points or half-points if a ball goes 
into the cup. Patent pending.













These are examples of Multi-fruit trees. 3-4 different varieties are GRAFTED onto These are examples of Multi-fruit trees. 3-4 different varieties are GRAFTED onto 
the “root stock.”the “root stock.”

I’d like to get 150 of these (inc other varieties as well) to put in all of our Parks. I’d like to get 150 of these (inc other varieties as well) to put in all of our Parks. 
Cost is probably under $7,000Cost is probably under $7,000



Manor’s Secret Park







Amenities





     SG Phase 3     103 acres     The obsolete $550/house rate for “in-lieu” park fees is “lost” as 
in “unrealized receivables” for the Park Funds.



This is the long lost City of Manor Parking Lot!











This is a nice little park. Lion’s Club built the Gazebo and Canopy along w the 
Water Fountain. Park has a Veteran’s Theme and a Veteran’s Wall is apparently 
planned.  
     The lawn is nice, but rarely used. 

1. Pickleball 		  5. Canopy & Picnic Tables
2. Shuffleboard	      	 6. Grills  	  
3. Sand Volleyball	 7. Restroom
4. Kiddie Playground	 8. Farmers Market	







Psst. Zoom way, way in.
Note all the street names.



Anybody see any benches? I don’t. With the exception of the half-basketball court for 
some people, why would your kids want to come here as it is now?

I only just realized that every street in Bell Farms is named after a Bell. Therefore, I 
think we need to have some bells and musical sculpture that is interactive. No, we 
don’t want louds bells all day and night - but we (kids and adults) can still have fun with 
sound and wind and mallets.

Also: Splash Pad w shade, Community Garden w shed, Horshoes, Big and small Dog 
Run, benches, lights, fruit trees.



The City of Manor owns all the land inside this blue outline. The North end could be a 
great spot for tennis courts, including volleyball, badminton and pickleball by using an 
adjustable net.  
 
Due to the proximaty of the neighbors, I think no lights. The lighted pickleball courts 
for night time play would be at Jennie Lane Park.







6 Horshoe Pits





City of Manor owns
both sections.





Radio Controlled Boats can be used at Bell Farms South 
Park pond; or at Timmermann Park North End pond.



Trails, Tolls & Trolls

Another option is to put a Soccer/Lacrosse/Field Hockey/Rugby Field as shown, instead of the 
Baseball and RC Car/Truck Tracks.
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